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Mr. H. Clay’s Speech, 


#1 the Mouse of Representatives of the United States, 
on Friday the 8th of January, 1813, on the bill for 
raising an additional military force-of TWENTY 
THOUSAND MEN, for one-year. 

Mr. Il. Cray (speaker) said he was gratified yes- 
terday by the recommitinent of this bill to a com- 
mittce of the whole house, from two.considerations ; 
one, since it afforded to hima slight relaxation from 
a most fatiguing situation, andthe other, becaatse it 
furnished him with an opportunity of presenting to 
the committee his sentiments upon the important 
topics which had been mingled in the debate. He 
regretted, however, that the necessity under which 
the chairman had been placed, of putting the ques- 
tion,* precluded him from an opportunity he had 
wished to have enjoyed of rendering more accepta- 
ble to the committee any thing he might have to offer 
on the interesting points it was his duty to touch. 
Unprepared, howeyer, as he was to speak on this 
day, of which he was the more sensible from the ill 
state of his health, he would solicit the attention of 
the committee for a few moments. 

I was a little astonished, I confess, said Mr. C. 
when I found this bill permitted to pass silently 
through the committee of the whole, and that, not 
until the moment when the question was about to be 
put for its third reading, was it selected as that sub- 
ject on which gentlemen in the opposition, chose to 
Jay before the house their views of the interesting 
attitude in which the nation stands. It did appear 
to me that the loan bill, which will soon come betore 
us, would have afforded a much more proper occa- 
sion, it being more essential, as providing the ways 
and means for the prosecution of the war.- But the 
gentlemen. had the right of selection, and having 
exercised it, no matter how improperly, I am grati- 
hed, whatever I may think of the character of some 
part of the debate, at the latitude in which, for 
once, they have been indulged. I claim only, in re- 
turn, of gentlemen on the other side of the house and 
of the committee a like indulgence, in expressing, 
with the same unrestrained freedom, my sentiments. 
Perhaps in the course of the remarks, which I may 
feel myself called upon to make, said he, gentlemen 
may apprehend that they assume too harsh an aspect. 


I have only now to say that I shall speak of parties,/! 


measures, and things, as they strike my moral sense, 
protesting against the imputation of any intention, 
on my part, to wound the feelings of any gentleman. 

Considering the situation in which this country is 
now placed—in a state of actual war with one of the 
most powerful nations on the earth—it may not be 
useless to take a view of the past, of various par- 
ties which have at different times appeared in this 
country, and to attend to the manner by which we 
have been driven from a peaceful posture. Such an 
inquiry may assist in guiding us to that result, an 
honorable peace, which must be the sincere desire 
of every friend to Amefica. The course of that op- 
position, by which the administration of the govern- 





“The chairman had risen to-put the question, 


ment had been unremittingly impeded, for the last 
twelve years, was singular, and, 1 believe, unexam- 
pled in the history of any country. It has beén alike 
the duty and the interest of the administration to 
preserve peate. Their duty, becausé it is hecessa- 
ry to the growth of an infant péople; their genius, 
and their habits. Their interest; because a change 
of the condition of the nation brings along with it 
a danger of the loss of the affectiong of. the people. 
The administration has not been forgetful of these 
solemn obligations. No art has been left unéssayed ; 
no experiment, promising a favorable result, left 
untried, to maintain the peaceful rélations of the 
country. When, some six or seven years ago, the 
affairs of the nation assumed a threatening aspect, 2 
partial non-importation was adopted. As they grew 
more alarming an embargo was imposed. It would 
have attained its purpose, but it was-sacrificed upofi 
the altar ef conciliation. Vain and fruitless attempt 
to propitiate ! ‘Then came a law of non-intercourse ; 
and a general non-importation followed in the train. 
In the meantime, any indications of a return to the 
public law and the path of justice, on the part of 
either belligerent, are seized with avidity by admi- 
nistration—the arrangement with Mr. Erskine is 
concluded. It is first applauded and then censured 
by the opposition. No matier with what unfeigned 
sincerity administration cultivates peace, the opno- 
tion will insist that it alone is culpable for any breach 
betweem the two countries. Because the president 
thought proper, in accepting the proffered renara- 
tion for the attack on a national vessel, to intimate 
that it would have better comported with the jus. 
tice of the king-(and who does not think so?) to 
punish the offending officer, the opposition, enter- 
ing into the royal feelings, secs in that imaginary 
insult abundant cause for rejecting Mr. Erkine’s ar- 
rangement. On another occasion, you cannot have 
forgotten the hypercritical ingenuity which they dis- 
played to divest Mr. Jackson’s correspondence of a 
premeditated insult to this country. If gentlemen. 
would only reserve for their own government half 
the sensibility which is indulged for that of Great 
Britain, they would find much less to Condeinn.-.- 
Restriction after restriction has been tried+nege- 
ciation has been resorted to, until longer to have ne-). 
gociated would have been disgraceful. Whilst these 
peaceful experiments are undergoing a trial, what 
is the conduet of the opposition? They are the 
champions of war—the prouwd—the spirited—the 
sole repository of the nation’s honor—the exclusive 
men of vigor and energy. The administration, on 
the contrary, is weak, feeble, and pusillanimous— 
“incapable of being kicked into a war’” The max- 
im, “nota cent for tribute, millions for defence,” 
is loudly proclaimed. [Is the administration for ne- 
gociation ? The opposition is tired, sick, disgusted 
with negociation. They wantto draw the sworti 
and avenge the nation’s wrongs. When, at length, 
foreign nations, perhaps, emboldened by the very — 
opposition here made, refused to hsten to the ami- 
cable appeals made, and repeated and reiterated by 
administration, to their fustice and to their mter- 
ests—when, in fact, war with one of them became 
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behold the opposition becoming the friends of peace 
andof commerce. They tell you of the calamities 
of war—its tragical events—the squandering away 
of your resourees—the waste of the public treasure, 
and the spilling of innocent blood. They tell you 
that honor is.an illusion! Now we see them exhibit- 
ing the terrific forms of the roaring kingof the forest. 
Now the meekness and humility of the lamb! They 
are for war and no restrictions, when the adminis- 
tration is forpeace. They are for peace and restric- 
tions, when the administration is for war. You find 
them, sir, tacking with every gale, displaying the 
colors of every party, and of all nations, steady only 


ih. one unalterable purpose, to steer, if possible, 


Znto the haven of power. 


During all this time the parasites of opposition do 
not fail by cunning sarcasm or sly inuendo to throw 


out the idea of French influence, which is known to 


be false, which ought to be met in one manner only, 
The administration of 


and that is by the le direet. 
this country devoted to foreign influence! The ad- 
ministration of this country subservient to France! 


Great God ! bow is it so influenced! By what liga- 


men, on what basis, on what possible foufidation 
does it rest? Is it on similarity of language? No! 
we speak different tongues, we speak the English 
language. On the resemblance of our laws? No! 
the sources of our jurisprudence spring from another 
and a different country. On commercial intercourse? 
No! we have comparatively none with France. Is 
it from the correspondence in the genius of the two 
governments ? No! here alone is the liberty of man 
secure from the inexorable despotism which every 
where else tramples it under foot. Where then is 
the ground of such an influence? But, sir, I am in- 
sulting you by arguing on such a subject. Yet pre- 
posterous and ridiculous as the insinuation is, it is 
propagated with so much industry, that there are 
persons found foolish and credulous enough to be- 
heve it. You will, no doubt, think it incredible 
(but I have nevertheless been told the fact,) that an 
honorable member of this house, now in my eye, 
has recently lost his election by the circulation of a 
story in his district, that he was the first cousin of] 
the emperor Napoleon. The proof of the charge 
was rested ona statement of facts which was un- 
doubtedly true. The gentleman in question, it was 
alleged, had married a connexion of the lady of the 
president of the United States, who was the inti- 
mate friend of Thomas Jefferson, late president of 
the United States, who some years ago was in the 
habit of wearing red French breeches. Now taking 
these premises as established, you, Mr. Chairman, 
are too good a logician not to see that the conclusion 
necessarily followed ! 

Throughout the period he had been speaking of, 
the oppasition had been distinguished, amidst all its 
vecrings and changes, by another inflexible feature 
—the application of every vile epithet which ‘our 
rich langnage affords to Bonaparte. He has been 
compared to every hideous monster and beast, from 
that of the revelations to the most insignificant qua- 
druped. He has been called the scourge of man- 
kind, the destroyer of Europe, the great. robber, 
the infidel, and heaven knows by what other names. 
Really, gentlemen remind me of an obscure lady in 
a city not very far off, who also took it into her head, | 
in conversation with an accomplished French gen- 
tleman, to talk of the affairs of Europe. She too 
spoke of the destruction ef the balance of power, 
stormed and raged about the insatiable ambition of; 
the emperor; called him the curse of mankind, te 
destroyer of Europe. The Frenchman listened to 
lier with perfect patience, and when she had ceased 


would give my master, the emperor, infinite pain, 
if he knew how hardly you thought of him! 

Sir, gentlemen appear to me to forget that they 
stand on American soil; that they are not in the Bri- 
tish house of commons, but in the chamber of the 
house of representatives of the United States; that 
we have nothing todo with the affairs of Europe, the 
partition of territory and sovereignty there, except in 
so far as these things affect the interests of our coun- 
try. Gentlemen transform themselves into the 
Burkes, Chathams, and Pitts of another country, and 
forgetting from honest zeal the interests of America, 
engage with European sensibility in the discus- 
sion of European interests. If gentlemenask me if 
I donot view with regret and horror the concentra- 
tion of such vast power in the hands of Bonaparte ? 
Ireply that Ido. I regret to see the emperor of 
China holding such immense sway over the fortunes 
of millions of our species. I regret to see Great Bri- 
tain possessing so uncontrolled a command over all 
the waters of our globe. And if Ihad the ability te 
distribute among the nations of Europe their several 
portions of power and of sovereignty, I would say 
that Holland should be resusticated and given the 
weight she enjoyed in the days of her Dewitts. I 
would confine France within her natural boundaries, 
the Alps, the Pyrennees and the Rhine, and make 
her a secondary naval power only. I would abridge 
the British maritime power,raise Prussia and Austria 
to first rate powers, and preserve the integrity of the 
empire of Russia. But these are speculations. I 
look at the political transactions of Europe, with the 
single exception of their possible bearing upon us, as 
I do at the history of other countries or other times. 
Ido not survey them with half the interest that I de 
| the movements in South America, _ Our political re- 
‘lation is much less important than it is supposed te 
be. Ihave no fears of French or English subjuga- 
tion. If we are united, we are too powerful for the 
mightiest power in Europe, or all Europe combined. 
If we are separated and torn assunder we shall be- 
come a prey to the weakest of them. In the latter 
dreadful contingency, our country will not be worth 
preserving. ; . 

Next to the notice which the opposition has found 
itself called upon to bestow upon the French em- 
peror, a distinguished citizen of Virginia, formerly. 
president of the United States, has never for a mo- 
ment failed to receive their Kindest and most rey 
spectful attention. An honorable member from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Quincy) of whom I am sor~ 
ry to say it becomes necessary for me, in the course 
of my remarks, to take some notice, has alluded to 
him in a remarkable manner. Neither his retirement 
from publie office, his eminent services, nor his ad- 
vanced xge, can exempt this patriot from the coarse 
assaults of party malevolence. No, sir, in 1801, he 
snatched from the rude hands of usurpation the vio- 
lated constitution of his country, and that is his 
crime. He preserved that instrument in form, and 
substance and spirit, a precious inheritance for ge~ 
nerations to come, and for this he can never be for- 
given. How impotent is party rage directed against 
him! He is not more elevated by his lofty residence, 
upon the summit of his own favorite mountain, than 
he is lifted, by the serenity of his mind, and the 
consciousness of a well spent life, above the malg- 
nant passions and turmoils ofthe day. No! his own 
beloved Monticello is not less moved by the storms 
that beat against its sides, than he hears with com- 
posure, if hears at all, the howlings of the whole 
British pack set loose from the Essex kennel. Whea 
the gentleman to whom I have been compelled to 
allude, shall have mingled his dust with that of hi 
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oblivion, or if he lives at al], shall live only in the 


treasonxble annals of a certain junto, the name of 


Jefferson will be hailed as the second founder of the 
liberties of this people, and the period of his admi- 
nistration will be looked back to as one of the happi- 
est and brightest epochs of American history. I beg 
the gentleman’s pardon: he has secured himself a 
more imperishable fame. I think it was about this 
time four years ago that the gentleman submitied to 
the house of representatives an initiative proposition 
or an impeachment of Mr. Jefferson. The house con- 
descended to consider it. The gentleman debated it 
with his usual temper, moderation and urbanity. The 
house decided it in the most solemn manner, and al- 
though the gentleman had somehow obtained a se- 
cond the final vote stood, one for the proposition, 
117 against it! The same historic page that trans- 
mitted to posterity the rvirtues and the glory of 
Henry the great of France, for their admiration and 
example, has preserved the infamous name of the 
fanatic assassin of that excellent monarch. The 
same sacred Re that pourtrayed the sufferings and 
crucifixion of the saviour of mankind has recorded, 
for universal execration, the name ot him who was 
guilty, not of betraying his country, but (a kindred 
crime) of betraying his God! 

In one respect there is a remarkable differer 2e be- 
tween administration and the opposition—it is a sa- 
cred regard for personal liberty. When out of pow- 
er my political friends condemned the surrender of 
Jonathan Robbins ; they opposed the violated liber- 
ty of the press, in the sedition law ; they opposed 
the more insidious attack upon the freedom of 
the person under the more imposing garb of the 
alien law. The party now in opposition, then in 
power, advocated the sacrifice of the unhappy Rob- 
bins, and paased those two laws. True to our prin- 
ciples, we are now struggling for the liberty of our 
seamen against foreign oppression. True to theirs, 
they oppose the war for this object. They have in- 
deed lately affected a tender solicitude for the liber- 
ties of the people, and talk of the danger of standing 
armies, and the burden of taxes. But it is evi- 
cent to you, Mr. Chairman, that they speak in a fo- 
reign idiom. Their brogue betrays that it is not 
their vernacular tongue. What! the opposition, 
who in 1798 and 1799, could raise an useless army 
to fight an enemy three thousand miles distant from 
us, alarmed at the existence of one raised for a 
known specified object—the attack of the adjoining 
provinces of an enemy. Is the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, who assisted by his vote to raise the ar- 
my of 25,000, alarmed at the danger of our liberties 
ftom this very army ! 

I mean to speak of another subject, which I never 
think of but with the most awful considerations.— 
The gentleman from Massachusetts, in imitation of 
some of his predecessors in 1799, has entertained us 
with cabinet plots, presidential plots, which are con- 
jured up in the gentleman’s own perturbed imagina- 
tion. I wish, sir, that anothor plot of a much more 
serious kind—a plot that aims at the dismemberment 
of our union, had only the same imaginary exist- 
ence. But no mar, who has paid any attention to 
the tone of certain prints, and to the transac- 
tions in a particular quarter of the union for several 
years past, can doubt the existence of such a plot. 
dt is far, very far from my intention to charge 
the opposition with such a design. No, I be- 
fieve them generally incapable of it. I can not 
“ty as much for some who are unworthily as- 
sociated with them in the guarter of the union to 
Which Irefer. The gentleman cannot have forgotten 
his own sentiment, uttered even on the floor of this 


must.” In and about the same time Henry’s mission 
to Boston was undertaken. The flagitiousness of 
that embassy has been attempted to be concealed by 
directing tlie public attention to the price which the 
gentleman says was given for the disclosure. As if 
any price could change the attrociousness of the at 
tempt on the part of Great Britain, or could extenu- 
ate in the slightest degree, the offence of those ci- 
tizens, who entertained and deliberated upon the 
proposition! There is a most remarkcble coitci- 
dence between some of the things which that man 
states and certain events in the quarter alluded to. 
In the contingency of war with Great Britain, it will 
be recollected that the neutrality and eventual se- 
eration of that section of the union was to be 
sanpee abont. How sir, has it happened, since 
the declaration of war, that British offcers in 
Canada have asserted to American officers that this 
very neutrality would take place? That theyghave 
so asserted can be established beyond controversy. 
The project is net brought forward openly, with a 
direct avowal, of the intention. No, the stock of 
good sense and patriotism in that portien of the 
country is too great to be undisguisedly encounter- 
ed. It is assailed from the masked batteries of 
friendship to peace and commerce on the one side, 
and by the groundless imputation of opposite pro- 
pensities on the other. The affections of the peo- 
ple there are to be gradually undermined. he pro- 
ject is suggested or withdrawn ; the diabolical par- 
ties, in this criminal tragedy, make their appear- 
ance or their exit, as the audience to whom. they 
address themselves are silent, applaud or hiss. I 
was astonished, sir, to have lately read a letter, or 
pretended letter, published in a prominent print in 
that quarter, written not in the fervor of party zeal, 
but coolly and deliberately, in which the writer af- 
fécts to reason ubouta separation, and attempts to 
demonstrate its advantages to different sections of 
the union, deploring the existence of what he terms 
prejudices against it, but hoping for the arrival of 
the period when they shall be eradicated. But sir, 
I will quit this unpleasant subject; I will turn frome 
one, whom no sense of decency or propriety could 
restrain from soiling the carpet on which he treads,* 
to gentlemen who have not forgotten what is due to 
themselves, the place in which we are assembled, nor 
to those by whom they are opposed. The gentlemen 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Pearson) from Connecti- 
cut, (Mr. Pitkin) and from New York, (Mr. Bleeck- 
er,) have with their usual decorum, contended that 
the war would not have been declared, but for the 
duplicity of France, in witholding an authentic in- 
strument of repeal of the decrees of Berlin and Mi- 
lan; that upon the exhibition of such an mstiument the 
revocation of the orders in council took piace ; that 
this main cause of the war, but for which it would 
not have been declared, being removed, the atmi- 
nistration ought to seek for the restoration of peace ; 
and that upon its sincerely doing so, terms compat- 
ible with the honor and interest of this country may 
be obtained. Itis my purpose to examune, first into 
the circumstances under which the war was déclared; 
secondly, into the causes for continuing it; and last 
iy, into the means which have been taken or ought 
to be taken to procure peace. But, sir, am really 
go exhausted that, little as I am in the habit of ask- 
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ing ofthe house an indulgence of this kind, I feel 
that I must trespass on their goodness. 

{ Herve AI. C. sat dswn. Mr. Newton moved thatthe 
committee rise, report progress, and ask leave ta sit 
asain, which was done. On the next day he proceeded. | 

lam sensible, Mr. Chairman, that some part of the 
debate, to which this bill has given rise, has been at- 
. tended by circumstances much to be regretted, not, 

usual in this house, and of which it is to. be hoped 
there will be no repetition. The gentleman from 
Boston had so absolved himself from every rule of; 
decorum and propriety, had so outraged all decency, | 
that I have found it impossible to suppress the feel- 
ings excited on the occasion. is colleague, whom| 
{had the honor to follow, (Mr. Wheaton) whatever 
else he might not have proven, in his very learned, in- 
genious and orginal exposition of the powers of this 
government—an exposition in which he has sought, 
where no body before him has looked, and no body, 
after him wiliexamine, for a grant of our powers, | 
the preamble to the constitution—has clearly SOWA! 
to the satisfaction of all who heard him, that the pow 
er is conferred of defensive war. 
ft of a similar principle, in behalf of my political 
friends, against the gentleman from Boston. I de-| 
mand only the exercise of the right of repulsion, No| 
_ Qne is more anxicus than I am to preserve the dignity | 
_and the liberality of debate—no member more re- 
sponsible tor its abuse. And if, on this occasion,| 
_ its just limits have been violated, lethim, who has} 
heen the unprovoked cause, appropriate to himself! 
€aclusively the consequences. 

I omitted yesterday, sir, when speaking of a verv 
delicate and painful subject, to notice a powerful en- 
Sine which the conspirators against the integrity of 
the union employ to effect their nefarious purpose—I 
Mean southern influence, The true friend to his 
couniry, knowing that our constitution was the work 
af compromise, in which interests, apparently cai | 
flicting, were att< mpted to be reconciled, aims to ex-| 
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TI claim the bene-| 


she had instigated the Indians to commit hostilities 
against us; and because she refused indemnity for 
her past injuries upon our commerce. I throw out 
of the question other wrongs. The war in fact was 
announced, on our part, to nieet the war which she 
Was waging, on her part.. So undeniable were the 
causes of the war—so powerfully did. they address 
themselves to the feelings of the whole American 
people, that when the bill was pending before this 
house, gentlemen in the opposition, although pro- 
voked to debate, would not, or could not, utter one 
syllable aguinst it. Ht is true they wrapped themselves 
up in sullen silence, pretending that they did not 
choose to debate. such a question in secret session.. 


Whilst speaking of the proceedifigs on that occasion, 


I beg to be permitted to advert to another fact. that 
transpired—an important fact, material for the na- 
tion to know, and whichI have often regretted had 
not been spread upon our journals. My honorable 
colleague (Mr. M‘Kee), moved, in committee of the 
whole, to comprehend France in the war ; and when 
the question was taken upon the proposition, there 
appeared but ten votes in. stpport of it, of whom, 
sevcn belonged to this side of the house, and three 
only to the other! 

It is said that we were inveigled into the war bv 
the perfidy of France; and that had she furnished 
the document in time, which was first published in 
England in May last, it would have been prevented. 
i will concede to gentlemen every thing they ask 
about the injustice of France towards this country 
Lwish to God that our ability was equal to our dis- 
position to make her feel the sense we entertain of 
that injustice. The manner of the publication of 
the paper im question, was undoubtedly extreme- 
ly exceptionable. But I maintain thet had it 
made its appearance earlier, it would not have had 
the effect supposed ; and the proof lies in the une- 
quivocal deelarations of the British government. I 
will trouble vou,sir, with going no further back, than 











tinguish or allay prejudices. But this patriotic ex-|to the letters of the British minister, addressed to 
ertion does not suit the views of those who are urged jthe secretary of state, just before the expiration of 
gn by diabolical ambition. ‘They find it convenient |his diplomatic functions. Jt will be recollected by 
to imagine the existence of certain improper influ-|the committee that he exhibited to this government 
ences, und to propagate, with their utmost industry,|a despatch from lord Castlereagh, in which the prin- 
a belief of them. Hence the idea of southern pre-|ciple was distinctly avowed, that to produce the et- 
ponderance—Virginia influence—the yoking of the! fect of a repeal of the orders in council, the French 
respectable yeomanry of the north, with the negro!decrees must be absolutely and entirely revoked as 
slaves, to the car of southern nabobs. If Virginialto all the world, and not asto America alone. A co- 
really cherished a reprehensible ambition, and aim-| py of that despateh was demanded of him, and he 
ed to monopolize the chief magistracy of the country, | very awkardly evaded it.. But on the 10th of June, 
how was such a purpose to be accomplished ? Virgi-jafter the bill declaring war had actually passed this 
nia, alone, cannot elect a president, whose elevation | house, and was pending before the senate (and which 
depends upon a plurality of electoral yotes, and a}I have no doubt was known to him) in a letter to-Mr. 
consequent concurrence of many states. Would! Monroe, he says :—*TI have no hesitation, sir,-iN say- 
Vermont, disinterested Pennsylvania, the Carolinas, | ing that Great Britain, as the case has hitherto stood, 
independent Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio,|never did, nor ever con/d engage, Without the great 
Louisiana, «ll consent to become the tools of an in-!est injustice to herself, and her allies, as well as to 
ordinate ambition? But the present incumbent was {other neutral nations, to repeal her orders, as affect: 
designated to the office, before his predecessor hadjing America, alone, leaving them in force agams! 
Retired. How ?—By public sentiment—public senti-|other states, upon condition that France would ex- 
ment which grew out of his known virtues, his illus-/cept, singly and specially, America from the opera- 
trious services, and his distinguished abilities —}tion of her decrees.” On the 14th of the same mont), 
Would the gentleman crush this public sentiment—)the bill still pending before the senate, he repeats -— 
is he prepared to adinit that he would arrest the pro-|“I will now say, that I feel entirely authorised to as- 
gress of opinion ? sure you, that if vou can at any time produce a full 
The war was declared because, Great Britain arro-|and unconditional repeal of the French decrees, 
gated to herseif the pretension of regulating our fo-jyou have a right to demand it im your character of a 
reign trade under the delusive name of retaliatory|neutral nation, and that it be disengaged from any 
orders in council—a pretension by which she under-}question concerning our maritime rights, we shall 
took to proclaim to American enterprize, “Thus far}be ready to meet you with a revocation of the order's 
shall thou go, and no farther”—orders which she re-| im council. Previously to-your producing such ai 1° 
fused to reyoke after.the alleged cause of their|strument, which I am sorry to see you regard — 
enactment nda ceased ; because she persisted in the|necessary, you cannot expect of us to give up ON 
prictice of Impresging Amerjcan seamen ; béciuse‘otders in council.” ‘hus, sir, yousee that the Br 
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tish government would.not be content with a repeal 
of the French decrees as to us only.. But the French 
paper in question’ was such a repeal. It could not, 
therefore, satisfy the British government. It could 
not, therefore, have indtced that government, had 
it been earlier promulgated, to repeal the orders in 
council. .1t could not, therefore, have averted the 
war. The withholding of it did not oceasien the war, 
and the promulgation of it, would not have prevent- 
ed the war, But gentlemen have contended that, in 
point of fact, it did produce a repeat of ttre orders 
vn councile-This I deny. After it mace its appear- 
ance in England, it was dectared by one of the Bri- 
tish ministry, im parliament, not to be satisfactory. 
And all the world knows, that the repeal of the er- 
ders im council, resulted from the enquiry, reluct- 
-ntly acceded to by the ministry, into the effect up- 
oa their manufacturing establishments, of our non- 
smport.tion law, er to the warlike attitude assumed 
dy this government, orto both. But it is said, that} 
the orders in-council are done away, no matter from 
what cause ; and that having been the sole motive for 
declaring the war, the relations ef peace ought to 
be restored. This brings me inte an examination ot 
the grounds for continuing the war. 

[ am far from acknowledging that, had the orders 
in council been repealed, as they have been,-before 
the war was declared, the declaration would have 
been prevented. Ina bedy so numerous as this is, 
from whigh the declaration emanated, it is impossi- 
die to say, with any degree of certainty, what would 
have veen the effect of such a repeal. Each mem- 
ber must answer for himself. I have no hesitation, 
then, in saying, that T have always considered the 
impressment of American seamen as much the most 
serious aggression. But, sir, how have those orders 
at last been repexled ? Great Britain, it is true, has 
intimated a willingness to suspend their practical 
operation, but she still arrogates to herself the right 
to revive them upon certain contingencies, of which 
she constitutes herself the sole judge. She waves 
the temporary use of the rod, but she suspends it, 
in terrorem, over our heads. Supposing it was con- 
ceded to gentlemen that such a repeal of the orders 
‘in council, as took. place on the 23d of June last, ex- 
ceptional as it is, being known before the war, would 
fave prevented the war, does it follow that it ought 
to induce ps to lay down our arms, without the re- 
dress of any other injury ? Does it follow, in all cases, 
that that which would have prevented the war in 
the first instance, should terminate the war ?— 
By no means. It requires a great struggle for a na- 
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she may lawfully impress them, even although sh 
finds them in our vessels, upon the high seas, with- 
out her jurisdiction. Now Edeny that she has any 
right, without her jurisdiction, to come on board our 
vessels, tpon the high seas, for any other purpose 
but in pursuit of enemies, or their goods, or goods 
contraband of war. But she further contends, that 
her subjects cannot renounce their allegiance to her 
and contract a new obligation to other sovereigns. I 
do not mean to go into the general question of the 
right of expatriation. Vf, as is contended, all na- 
tions deny it, all nations at the same time admit and 
practice the right ef naturalization. Great Britam 
herself docs. GreatBritain, in the very case of fo- 
reign sexmen, impeses, perhaps, fewer resiraimts upon 
naturalization than other nation. Then if subjects 
cannot brexk their original allegiance, they may, ac 
cording to universal usage, contract a new allegi- 
ance. What is the effect of this double obligation ¢ 
Undoubtedly, that the sovereign having possession 
of the subject would have the right to the services 
of the subject. If he return within the jurisdiction. 
of his primitive sovereign, he may resume his right 
to his services, of which the subject, by his own act, 
could not divest himself. But his primitive sovereign 
can have no right to go in quest of him, out of his 
own jurisdiction, into the jurisdiction of another 
sovercign, or upon the high scas, where there exists 
either no jurisdiction, or it belongs to the nation 
owning the ship navigating them. But, sir, this dis- 
cussion is altogether uscless. It is not to the British 
principle, objectionable as it is, that we are alone to 
look. “It is to her practice. No matter what guise 
she puts on. It is in vain to assert the inviolability 
of the obligation of allegiance. It is yam to set up 
the plea of necessity, and to allege that she cannot 
exist without the impressment of HER seamen. The 
naked truth is, she comes, by her press. gangs, on 
board our vessels, seizes OUR native seamen, as well 
as naturalized, and drags them into htr service. It 
is the case, then, of the assertion of an erroneous 
principle, and a practice not conformable to the prin- 
ciple—a principle which, if it were theoretically 
right, must forever be practically wrong. We are 
told, by gentlemen in the opposition, that govern- 
ment has not done all that was incumbent on it to do 
to avoid just cause of compluint on the part of Great 
Britain—that, in particular, the certificates of pro- 
tection, authorised by the act of 1796, are fraudu- 
lently used. Sir, government has done too much in 
eranting those paper protections. Ican never think 
of them without being shocked. They resemble the 
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tion, prone to peace as this, to burst through its ha-| passes which the master grants to his negro slave, 


bits and encounter the difficulties of war. Such a 
nation ought but seldom to go to war. Whien it does 
it should be for clear and essential rights alone, and 
it should firmly resolve to extort, at all hazards, 
their recognition. The war of the revolution is an 
example of a war began for one object and prosecut- 
ed for another. It was waged, in its commence- 
ment, against the right asserted by the parent coun- 
“ty to tax the colonies.., Then no one thought of ab- 
‘Solute independence. The idea of independence was 
repelled. But the British government would have 
rclinquished the principle of taxation. The founders 
of our liberties saw, however, that there was no se- 
curity short of independence, and they achieved our 
independence. When nations are engaged in War) 
‘uose rights in controversy, which are not acknow- 
jedged by the treaty of peace, are abandoned. And 
Who is prepared to say that American seamen shall 
be surrendered, the victims to the British principle 
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“let the beaver, Mungo, pass and repass without mc- 
lestation.”’? What do they imply? That Great Britain 
has a right to take all who are not. provided with 
them. - From their very nature they must be liabie 
to abuse on both sides. If Great Britain desires a 
mark by which she can know her own subjects, let 
her give them an ear mark. The colors that float 
from the mast-head should be the credentials of our 
seamen. There is no safety to us, and the gentle- 
meh have shown it, but in the rule that all who sail 
under the flag (not being enemies) are protected by 
the flag. It is impossible that this country should | 
ever abandon the gallant tars, who have won for us 
such splendid trophies. Let me suppose that the ge- 
nius of Columbia should visit one of them in his op- 
pressor’s prison, and attempt to reeoncile him to his 
wretched condition, She would say to him, in the 
language of gentlemen on the other side, “Great 
Britain intends you no harm ; she did not mean to 





of impressment? And, sir, what. is this principle ? 
She contends that she has ar 
i€r Own subjects. Tirat, in th 


ight to the services of; 
e exercise of this right, prevail upon her, by peaceable mcans; to release you, 


impress you, but one of her own subjects ; having 
taken vou by mistake, I will remonstrate, and try to 
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but I cannot, my son, fight for you.” If he did not 
consider this mockery, he would address her judg- 
ment and sav, “You owe me, my country, protec- 
tion ; I owe you, in return, obedience. IT 2m no Bri- 
tish subject, I am a native of old Massachusetts, 
where live my aged father, my wife, my children. 
T have faithfully discharged my duty. Will you re- 
fuse to do vours ’ Appealmg to her passions, he 
would continue, “I lost this eye in fighting under 
Truxton, with the Insurgente ; I got this scar before 
Tripok ; [broke this leg on board the Constitution, 
when the Guerriere struck.” If she remained still un- 
moved, he wou:d break out, in the accents of ming- 
Jed distress and despair, 
Hard, hard, is my fate! onee I freedom enjoyed, 


Was as happy as happy could be! 
Oh! how hard is my fate, how galling these chains !* 


Y will not imagine the dreadful catastrophe to which 
he would be driven by an abandonment of him to 
jus oppressor. It will not be, it cannot be, that his 
country will refuse him protection. 

It is said, thet Great Britain has always been wil- 
ng io make a satisfactory arrangement of the sub- 
fect of impressment ; and that Mr. King had nearly 
conciuded one prior to his departure from that coun- 
try. Let us hear what that minister says upon his 
return to America. In his letter dated at New-York 
in July, 1805, after giving <n account of his attempt 
to form an arrangement for the protection of our; 
seamen, and his interviews to this end with lords 

Tawkesbury and St. Vincent; and stating that, 


midable, if not insurmountable obstacles. 


This is’ 
obvious from a letter which his lordship addressed 


to sir William Scott at the time.” Here lord Cas. 
tlereagh read a letter, contained in the records be- 
fore him, in which lord St. Vincent states to sir Wil- 
liam Scott the zeal with which Mr. King had assail- 
ed him on-the subject of impressment, confesses 
his own perplexity and incompetency jto discover 
any practical project for the safe discontinuance of 
that practice, and asks for counsel and advice. “Thus 
you see,” continued lord Castlereagh, “that the con- 
fidence of Mr. King on this subject was entirely 
unfounded.” ; . 

Thus it is apparent, that, at no time, has the ene- 
my been willing’to place this subject on a satisfac. 
tory footing: I will speak hereafter of overtures 
made by administration since the war. 

The honorable gentleman from New-York (Mr. 
Bleecker), in the very sensible speech with which 
he favored the committee, made one observation 
that did not comport with his usual liberal and en- 
larged views. It was that those who are most inte- 
rested against the practice of impressment did not 
desire a continuance of the war on account of it, 
whilst those (the southern and western members) 
who had no interest in it, were the zealous advocates 
of the American seamen. It was a provincial senti- 
ment unworthy of that gentleman. It was one which 
in a change of condition, he would not express, be- 
cause I know he could not feel it. Does not that 
gentlemen feel for the unhappy victims of: the toma- 





when he had supposed the terms of a convention) 
were agreed upon, a new pretension was set up (the} 
mare clausum), he concludes: “T regret not to have 
been able to put this business ona satisfactory foot- 
ing, knowing as I do its very great importance to 
both parties; but I do flatter myself that I have! 
not misindged the interests of our own country, in 
refusing to scnction a principle that might be pro- 
ductive of more extensive cvils than those it was 
our aim to prevent.” The sequel of his negocia- 
tion, on this affair, is more fuily given in the recent 
monversation between Mr. Russell and lord Castle- 
reagh, communicated to congress during its present 
session. Lord Castlereagh says to Mr. Russell :-— | 
“Indeed there has evidently been much misappre- 
hension on this subject, and an erroneous belief en- 
tertaimed that.an arrangement, in regard to it, has 
been neurer an accomphshment than the facts will 
warrant. Even our friends in congress, J mean those 
who were opposed to going to war with us, have 
been so confident in this mistake, that they have 
ascribed the failure of such an arrangement solely to 
the misconduct of the American government. This 
error probably originated with Mr. King, for being 
much ‘esteemed here, and always well received by 
the persons in power, he seems to have misconstrued 
their,resdiness to listen to his representations, and 
their warm professions of a disposition to remove 
the complaints of America, in relation to impress- 
m ut, mto a supposed conviction on their part of the 
propriety of adopting the plan which he had propos- 
ei. But lord St. Vincent, whom he might have 
thought he had brought over to his opinions, appears 
never for a moment to have ceased toregard all ar- 
rangement on the subject to be attended with for- 
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*Tt is impossible to describe the pathetic effect 
produced by this part of the speech. The day was 
chilling cold, se much so, that Mr. Clay has been 
heard to declare, that it was the only time he ever 
spoke when he was unable to keep himself warm by 
the exercise of speaking; yet there were few cyes 
that did not testify to fhe s¢nsibility excited, 





Edt. Nat. Int, operation of Canadjuns and Mdtins tit a remote 


hawk in the western country, although his quarter 
of the union may be exempted from similar barbari- 
ties? Iam sure he does. If there be a description 
of rights which, more than any other, should unite 
all parties in all quarters of the union, it is unques- 
tionably the rights of the person. No matter what 
his vocation; whether he seeks subsistence amidst 
the dangers of the deep, or draws it from the bowels 
of the earth, or from the humblest occupations of 
mechanic life: whenever the sacred rights of an 
American freeman are assailed, all hearts ought 
to unite and everv arm should be braced to vindicate 
his cause. 

The gentleman from Delaware sees in Canada no 
object worthy of conquest. According to him, it is. 
a cold, sterile, and inhospitable region. And yet, 
such are the allurements which it offers, that the 
same gentleman apprehends that, if it be annexed 
to the United States, already too much weakened 
by an extension of territory, the people af New 
England will rush over the line and depopulate that 
section of the union! That gentleman considers it 
honest to hold Canada as a kind of hostage, to re- 
gard it as a sort of bond, for the good behavior of 
the enemy. But he will not enforce the bond. The 
actual conquest of the country would, according 
to him, make no impression upon the enemy, and yet 
the very apprehension only of such a conquest would. 
at all times have a powerful operation upon him! 
Other gentlemen consider the invasion of that coun- 
trv us wicked and unjustifiable. Its inhabitants are 
represented as unoftending, connected with those of 
the bordering states by a thousand tender ties, m- 
terchanging acts of kindness, and all the offices of 
rood neighborhood ; Canada, said Mr. C. mnocent- 
Canada unoffending! 1s it not in Canada that the 
tomahawk of the savage has been moulded into its 
deathlike form ? From Cunadian magazines, Malden 
and others, that those supplies have been issued 
which nourish and sustain the Indian hostilities ¢ 
Stipplies which have enabled the savage hordes to 
butcher the garrison of Chicago, and to commit 
other horrible murders? Was it not by the joint co- 
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American fort, Michilimackinack, was fallen upon 
and reduced, in ignorance of a state of war? But 
sir, how soon have the opposition changed. When 
administration was striving, by the operation of 
peaceful measures, to bring Great Britain back to a 
sense of justice, they were for oid fashioned war. 
And now that they have got old fashioned war, their 
sensibilities are cruelly shocked, and all their svm- 
pathies are lavished upon the harmless inhabitants of 
the adjoining provinces. What does a state of war 
present ? The united energies of one people arrayed 
against the combined energies of another—a conflict 
in which each party aims to infliet all the injury it 
-can, by sea and land upon the territories, property 
and citizens of the other, subject only to the rules 
of mitigated war practised by civilized nations.— 
The gentlemen would not touch the continental pro- 
vinces of the enemy, nor, I presume, for the same 
reason, her possessions in the West Indies. The 
same humane spirit would spare the seamen and sol- 
diers of the enemy. The sacred person of his ma- 
jesty must not be attacked, for the learned gentle- 
men, on the other side, are quite familiar with the 
maxim, that the king con do no wrong. Indeed, sir, 
I know of no person on whom we may make war, 
upon the principles of the honorable gentlemen, but 
Mr. Stephen, the celebrated author of the orders 
in council, or the board of admiralty, who autho- 
rise and regulate the practice of impressment ! 

The disasters of the war admonish us, we are told, 
ofthe necessity of terminating the contest. If our 
achievements upon the land have been less splendid 


It is alleged that the elections in England, are i® 
favor of the ministry, and that those in this country 
are against the war. If insucha cause (saying no- 
thing of the impurity of their elections) the people 
of that country have rallied around their govern- 
ment, it aflords a salutary lesson to the people here, 
who at all hazards ought to support theirs, strug- 
gling as itis to maintain our just rights. But the 
people here have not been false to themselves; a 
great majority approves the war, as is evinced by the 
recent re-election of the chief magistrate. Suppose | 
it were even true, that an entire section of the union 
were opposed, to the war, that section being a mino- 
rity, is the will of the majority to be relinquished ? 
In that section the real strength of the opposition 
had been greatly exaggerated. Vermont has, by two 
successive expressions of her opinion, approved the 
declaration of war. In New-Hampshire, parties are 
so nearly equipoised, that out of 30 or 35,600 votes, 
those, whe approved and are for supporting it, lost 
the election by only 1,000 or 1,500. In Massachu- 
setts alone have they obtained any considerable ac- 
cession. If we come to New-York, we shall find that 
other and local causes have influenced her elections: 
What cause, Mr Chairman, which existed for de- 
claring the war, has been removed? We sought in- 
demnity for the past and security for the Rutiare. 
The orders in council are suspended, not revoked ; 
no compensation for spoliations ; Indian hostilities, 
which were before secretly instigated, now openly 
encouraged ; and the practice of impressment unre- 
mittingly persevered in and insisted upon. Yet ad- 






















than those of our intrepid seamen, it is not because 
the American soldier is less brave. On tbe one ele- 
ment organization, discipline, and a thorough know- 
ledge of their duties exist, on the part of the officers | 
and men. On the other, almost every thing is yet to 
be acquired. We have however the consolation that 
our country abounds with the richest materials, and 
that in no instance when engaged in action have our 
arms been tarnished. At Brownstown and at Queens- 
town the valor of veterans were displayed, and acts 
of the noblest heroism were performed. It is true, 
that the disgrace of Detroit remains to be wiped off. 
That is a subject on which I cannot trust my feel- 
ings, it is not fitting Ishould speak. But this much 
i will say, it was an event which no human foresight 
could have anticipated, and for which administration 
cannot be justly censured. It was the parent of all 
the misfortunes we have experitnced on land But 
for it the Indian war would have been in a great mea- 
sure prevented or terminated : the ascendancy on 
Jake Erie acquired, and the war pushed perhaps to 
Montreal. With the exception of that event, the 
war, even upon the land, has been attended by a se- 
ries of the most brilliant exploits, which whatever in- 
terest they may inspire on this side of the mountains, 
have given the greatest pleasure on the other. The 
expedition under the command of governor Edwards 
and colonel Russell, to lake Pioria on the Illinois, 
was completely successful. So was that of captain 
Craig, who it is said ascended that river still higher. 
General Hopkins destroyed the Prophet’s town. We 
have just received intelligence of the gallant enter- 
prise of colonel Campbell. In short, sir, the Indian 
towns have been swept from the mouth to the source 
of the Wabash, and a hostile country has been pene- 
trated far beyond the most daring incursions of any 
campaign during the former Indian war. Never was 
more cool deliberate bravery displayed than that by 


Newman’s party from Georgia. And the capture of 


the Detroit, and the destruction of the Caledonia, 
(whether placed to our maritime or land account) 
for judgment, skill and courage, on the part ef licut. 


ministration has given the strongest demonstrations 
of its love of peace. On the 26th June, less than 10 
days after the declaration of war, the secretary of 
state writes to Mr. Russell, authorising him to agree 
to an armistice, upon two conditions only, and what 
are they? That the orders in council should be re- 
pealed, and the practice of impressing Ameritan sea- 
men cease, those already impressed being released. 
The proposition was for nothing more than a rea/ 
truce; that the war should in fact cease on dot) 
sides. Again on the 27th July, one month later, an- 
ticipating a possible objection to these terms, reason- 
able as they are, Mr. Monroe empowers Mr. Russell 
to stipulate in general terms for an armistice, hav- 
ing only an informal understanding on these points. 
In return, the enemy is offered a prohibition of the 
employment of his seamen in our service, thus re- 
moving entirely all pretext for the practice of im- 
pressment. The very proposition which the gentle- 
man from Connecticut (Mr. Pitkin) contends ought 
to be made, has been made. How are these pacific 
advances met by the other party ? Rejected as abso- 
lutely inadmissible, cavils are ndulged about the in- 
adequacy of Mr. Russell’s powers, and the want of 
an act of eongress is intimated. And yet the con- 
stant usage of nations I believe is, where the legisla- 
tion of one party is necessary to carry into effect a 
given stipulation, to leave it to the contracting par- 
ty to provide the requisite laws. If he fail to do so, 
it is a breach of good faith, and a subject of subse- 
uent remonstrance by the injured party. When 
Mr. Russell renews the overture, in what was intend- 
ed as amore agreeable form to the British govern- 
ment, lord Castlereagh is not content with a simple 
rejection, but clothes it in the language of insult. 
Afterwards, in conversation with Mr. Russell, the 
moderation of our government is misinterpreted and 
made the occasion of a sneer, that we are tired of the 
war. The proposition of admiral Warren is submit- 
ted in a spirit not more pacific. He is instrucied, he 
tells us, to propose that the government of the Unit- 
ed States shall instantly recall their letters of marqur: 





Eliott, has never been surpassent. 





jand repris#l against British ships, together with al! 
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orders and instructions for any acts of hostility what- 


ever against the territories of his mzjesty or the 
persons or property of his subjects. That small af- 
fair being settled,.he is further authorised to ar- 
range as.to the reygcation of the laws which inter- 
dict the commerce and ships of war of his majesty 
from the harbors and waters of the United States. 
This. messenger of peace comes with one qualified 


concession in his pocket, not made to the justice of 


our demands, and is fully empowered to receive our 
homage, the contrite retraction of all our measures 
adgpied against his master! And in default, he does 
not failto assure us, that the orders in council are 
to be forthwith revived. Administration, still anxi- 
ous to terminate the war, suppresses the indignation 
which such a proposal ought to have created, and 
in its answer concludes by informing admiral War- 
ren, “that if there be no objection to an accommo- 
dation of the difference relating to impressment, in 
the mode proposed, other than the suspension of 
the British claim to impressment during the armis- 
mistice, there can be none to proceeding, without the 
armistice, to an immediate discussion and arrange- 
ment of an article on that subject.” Thus it has left 
the doar of negociation unciosed, and it remains to 
be seen if the enemy will accept the invitation ten- 
dered to him. The honorable gentlemen from North 
Carolina (Mr. Pearson) supposes, that if congress 
would pass a law, prohibiting the efiployment of 
British seamen in our service, upon condition of a 
like prohibition on their part, peace would imme- 
diately follow. Sir, have no doubt if such a law 
were passed, with aJl the requisite solemnities, lord 
Casilereagn would laugh at our simplicity. No, sir, 
admnistration has erred in the steps which it has tak- 
en to restore peace, but its error has been not in doing 
too little, but in betraying too great a solicitude for 
that event. An honorable peace is attainable only 
by an efiicient war. My plan would be to call out 
the ainple resources of the country, give them a ju- 
dic.ous direction, prosecute the war with the ut- 
most yigar, strike wherever we can reach the enemy, 
at sea or on land, and negociate the terms of a peace 
at Quebec or Halifax. We are told that England is 
a proud and Jofty nation that disdaining to wait for 
danger, meets ithalf way. Haughty as she is, we 
once triumphed over her, and if we do not listen to 
the councils of timidity and despair we shall again 
prevail. In such a cause, with the aid of Provi- 
vidence, we must come out crowned with success ; 
but if we fail, let us fail like men, lash ourselves to 
our gallant tars, and expire together inone common 
struggle, fighting for “SEAMEN’S RIGHTS AND 
FREE TRADE.” | 








Law of Ohio. 


In act for the encouragement of volunteers in the 
North-Western Army of the United States. 


Vy HEREAS in consequence of the lamentable disas- 
ter, which has happened to that part of the North- 
Western army of the United States, lately under 
the command of gen. Jas. Winchester, it becomes 
indispénsably necessary that prompt and efficient 
ingasures should be adopted, to carry on the expe- 
ction cgntemplated hy the army under the command 
ef gen. Wm. H. Harrison; and whereas it may be 
impracticable to recruit and organize an adequate 
corps of the militia of this state, at so early a pe- 
miod as to reinforce the North-Western army, prior 
tq the expiratign of the term of service of the bri- 
rades under the command of general Tupper and 
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and patriotism, yet considering the privations. and 
sufferings those men haye endured, it is unreasona- 
ble to expect or require of them to continue in ser- 
vice, after the expiration of the term aforesaid, 
without making them an additional compensation : 
Therefore, 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of the 
staie of Ohio, That in case the term of service of 
any of the militiaof this state, now under the com- 
mand of general William Henry Harrison, should 
expire prior to his receiving a sufficient reinforce- 
ment, he is hereby authorised to accept their servi- 
ces for any longer period not exceeding two months ; 
and provided the whole or any part of such militia 
shall volunteer, and subject themselves to the orders 
of the commander-in-chief of the North-Western 
army, to perform such sexvices as he may require of 
them, a hounty at the rate of twelve dollars per 
month, shall be paid eut of the treasury of thig 
state, to each non-commissioned officer, musician 
and private of the militia of this state, now in the 
service of the United States, who shall volunteer 
and continue in the service aforesaid, in their re- 
spective corps; and the bounty so allowed, shall be 
apportioned and paid to such volunteers, for and 
aceording to the time they shall respectively con- 
tinue to serve after the expiration of their present 
term of service. 

Sec, 2, And be it further enacted, That asum not 
exceeding forty thousand dollars is hereby appro- 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the treasu- 
ry of this state, not otherwise appropriated, for the 
payment of any non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians and priyates, who may serve as volunteers, 
agreeably to the provisions of the first section of 
this act; and the paymaster of any detachment of 
such volunteers, shall be entitled to receive. bills 
trom the auditor of public accounts, payable at the 
treasury; and the auditor is hereby required to is- 
sue the same, on such paymaster producing to him 
the pay rolls of any such detachment, duly certified 
by the commander-in-chief of the. North-Western 
arm}. JOHN POLLOCK, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
THOMAS KIRKER, 
Speaker of the senate. 
February 2, 18153. 











Public Debt—Payments—Loans. 


Letter from the secretary of the treasury, transmit- 


ting statements of the annual payments on account 
of the public debt, and of the revolutiénary goj 
vernment; in obedience to a resolution of the 
house of representatives of the 22nd ultimo. 


Treasury Derantmeyt, February 4th, 1813. 
Sir,—I haye the honor to transmit statements of 


the annual payments made on account of the public 
debt, and of the revolutionary government, prepared 
in conformity with the resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives of the 22nd ultimo. 


Finding that the sum of 39,856,620 doilars, stated 
by the register of the treasury (in his letter accom- 
panying the statement of receipts and expenditures 
transmitted on the 11th ultimo,) as the aggregate 
amount of loans, embraced some items ofa different 
nature, I also have the honor to transmit an explana- 
tory statement (C) showing in one view the annual rey 
[ ans, and expenditures on ac- 
f the public debt. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

, ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The henorable the Speaker 





+, . . 4 ry; ‘ ’ 13s « . 
gonege! Perkins; and yotwithstanding thew valor| 





of the House of Représentatives. 
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A STATEMENT of the sums paid annually on account of the Public Debt from the commencement of 
the present government until the 30th of September, 1812, in which the sims paid for Principal, Intes 
rest, and Charges are distinguished, respectively ; formed in pursuance of a resolution of the House of 


Representatives of the United States, of the 22d of January, 1813. 





PUES. <A Y 


ae A 








| YEARS. 





TOTAL. 





—_ 


’ 





From the 4th March, 1789, te 31st Dee. 1791, 


From the let Jan. to the 30th ef Sept. 1812, 


é CHARGES 
PRINCIPAL. ~ INTEREST. ON FOREIGN} 
LOANS. 
| 
2,938,512 6} 2,090,657 44) 358,800 
1  1792,| 4,062,087 76! 3,076,628 23/~225,000 
1793,| 3,047,263 18, 2,714,293 83} 57,948 28 
1794,| 2,311,285 57| 3,413,254 50} 54,062 20) 
1795,| 2,895,260 45) 3,136,671 16] 52,480 
1796,| 2,640,791 91) 3,183,490 56 - 
1797,} 2,492,378 76} 3,220,043 6] 80,000 
1798,| 957,012 86! 3,053,281 28 - 
1799,| 1,410,589 18! 3,186,287 60 - 
1800, 1,203,665 23) 3,374,704 72) - | 
“4801, 2,878,794 11) 4,396,998 69] . 4,000 
1802,) 5,413,965 81; 4,120,038 95} 5,000 
1803,| 3,407,331 43! 3,790,113 41} 6,000 
1804,| 3,905,204 90; 4,259,582 55| 7,000 
1805,| 3,220,890 97; 4,140,998 82! 8,000 
1806,| 5,266,476 73) 3,694,407 88] 29,000 
1807,| 2,938,141 62] 3,369,578 48 . 
1808,| 6,832,092 48! 3,428,152 87 - 
1809,| 3,586,479 26, 2,866,074 90 : 
1810,| 5,163,476 93| 2,845,497 33 
1811,| 5,543,470 89) 2,465,733 16 . 
b. 537,814 24! 1,616,465 62 ; 


. 5,287,949 5 


| 4,57 













7;263,665 
5,819,505 29 


5,792,421 8: 

3,990,294 144 

4,596,876 7 
> 


6,307,720 1 
10,200,245 35f 
6,452,554 1 
¥,0038,904 46}, 
8,009,204 3] 
2,154,279 8 











} 
} 





72,632,936 35-71,442,865 24) 687,290 48) 144,763,092 ‘| 





To which. add the amount paid during the above period for loss on exchange, 


99,168 62 








ja. 





144862260. 677 





a. ‘This includes al] payments made and advanced either at the treasury of the U. States or by their commissioners abroad in relation 
to the domestic debt, or of the foreign and domestic loans, and is the amount stated by the register in his letter to the st cretary of 


the treasury of the 10th of January, 1813. 


b. Amount reimbursed 


Paid from funds advanced in the preceding year 


Leaves as above 


: , 821,762 27 
: 283,948 03 





$537,814 24 








Treasury Department, Register’s Office, Feb. 5, 1813, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





a —. 





A STATEMENT of the whole amount paid annually on account of the Revolutionary Government from the commencement of the 
proent government to the 3ist af Dec. 1795 ; oreee in pursuance of a resolution of the House of Representatives of the United 


tates of the 22d of January, 1813. 





i 











IT De SE 





ee 


For paying | 











Towards dis-| Towards) bills of ex- For discharg- 
For discharg-charging cer-| discharg- [change drawn!inga claim of 
: ing warrants |tain debts con-jing certain] on comnuissi- | O. Pollock, 
YEARS. issued by thejtracted by A./ debts con joners at Paris latecommerci} TOTAL. } 
rd of trea-/Skinner, late tracted by for interest onal agent at N. 
sury- commissary of| colonel T. !loan office cer| Orleans, 
prisoners, Pickering, tificates. 
Fr. March 4, 1789 to Dec. 31 1791,1157,789 94 38,683 13}1,454 8 3,533 - 201,460 15 
1792, 33 35 - 2,606 18 582 {108,605 2): 111,826 53 
1793, - 46 42/2,675 56 - - 2,721 98 
1794, . - -} 162 45 36 - 198 45 
4 eles . 61.591 - , 61 59 





157,823 27 























6,959 2 4,151 {108,605 2 


a.316,268 70 





a Amuuyut stated by the Register in his letter to the Secretary of the ‘lveasury of the 10th of January, 1813. 


Treasury Depariment, Registers Office, February 3, 1813. 


JQSEPH NOURSE£, Register. 
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: (Ge | | 
4 STATEMENT of the monies annually received from foreign and domestic loans either at the Treasu- 
ry of the United States or by their commissioners abroad :. Also, of the monies annually paid on ac- 


count of the princial of the public debt, from the 
30th of September, 1812. 


commencement of the present government until the 





vo ip 





—————————————EE__ — = 





YEARS. 


Payments ont 
Receipts from jaccount of the} 
| ~— Joans. principal of theft 
public debt. 


— 
yes 











From the 4th of March, 1789, to the 3tst of December, 1791] 


j 
| From the Ist of January, te the S0th of September, 


5,552,475 31 
4,936,595 56 
1,000,000 00 
1794} 4,600,000 00 
1795! 3,300,000 00 
1796] 329,000 00 


2,938,512 06 
4,062,037 76 
3,047,263 18 
2,311,285 57 | 
2,895,260 45 
2,640,791 91 


1792 
1793 


1797} 70,000 00} 2,492,378 76 
. 1798} 200,000 00 | =: 937,012 86 
1799} 5,000,000 00} 1,410,589 18 
1800} 1,565,229 24] 1,203,665 23 
1801 : 2,878,794 11 


¥802 + 5,413,965 81} 


1803 . 3,407,331 43 
1804} ‘ 3,905,204 90 
13055' se 3,220,890 97 
180 ° 5,266,476 73 
1807 a | 2.938141 62 | 
1808 ‘ 6,832,092 48 
18u9] , | 3,586,479 26 
1810} 2,750,000 00 | 5,163,476 93 
1811 . 5,523,476 89 { 
1812] 5,847,212 50] 537,814 24 

















masrastn 61 | 72,632,936 33 
a.This sum of oahy 35,141,512 61 
Together with the amount reccived during that period for sales of 
Bank stock, 2,671,860 00 
Dividends on ditto, 1,101,720 00 
Interest on stock remitted to Europe, 136,400 00 
Gain on exchange, 805,127 39 


TS the amount stated by the Register in his letter to the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the 10th of January, 1813, 


4,715,107 39 
$39,856,620 00 

















— 





Live the Constitution ! 


_ ¥Wewill ask the infatuated men of property, beguil- 
Sed by the arts of Albert Gallatin, by what fund, and 
““3y whom they will be repaid the advances made on 
“exchequer bills and the loans, tn the event of q dissolu- 
“zien of the union 2” 
“whether from present appearances, and under ex- 
“sting circumstances, there is the least foundation to 
“build a hope that the union wili last twelve months ?” 








“anarchy. If areverse of fortune is in reserve for 
“Alexander, and the war continues, the union is inevit- 
“ably gone.” The writer then goes on to predict the 
immediate migration of the “‘best men of the middle 
and southern states” to the eastern. ' 

The preceding is literally copied from a news 
paper published in the bosom and centre of the 
United States, the name of which, however, 7 shall 
not record; that has, perhaps, a greater number of 
subscribers than any in the union, owing to certain 
ever-to-be lamented events. If a reply were not dis- 
dained, we would say, that in the contingency so 


“We will ask them further, | 


‘triumphantly anticipated, we would repay the mo- 
nies from imposts levied on those foreigners who 
cannot do without our trade—would assert, and 
easily prove, that in the back lands there is a stable 
fund sufficient to return those monies a thousand 
times over—and declare, that they who make the 
insinuation have not “the least foundation to build 
a hope” of its reality, wish it as much as they can: 
and further say, that if our union depends upon a 
| foreign consideration, it is not worth preserving — 


“Te look te Ruvxsia ta save us from tle horrors of| But we prefer to plead a general issue; and leave 


these points to be settled by whom they may. Such 
conduct deserves the universal execration; and we 
shall offend none that we desire to please, by follow- 
ing the precepts of WasmineTos, in “frowning in- 
dignantly” upon it. 

The desperate lengths to which the love of mo- 
ney or a lust for domination, will carry some men, 
are as undefinable as the boundaries of space. And, 
in a country like the United States, where so much 
depends on the general opinion or prevailing senti- 
ment of the people, it is not to be wondered that 





the freedom of discussion should sometimes assunte 
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¢he appearance of, and in fact, grow into, rank trea- 
son ; though the letter of the Jaw rernains unviolated. 

it was Said of the Dutch merchants that they literal- 
ly trampled on the cross, as the permit of their trade 

with Japan ; and we are assured, past doubt, that 

the Bririsu government in Jndia raises a revenue 
from the human sacrifices offered to Juggernaut ; as 

well as that, for the sake of this gain, they pay the 

wages of a great number of proatitutes to assist in the 

ceremonies of the idol’s worship, within the temple ! 
~—-we have have no rexson to believe that as cor- 
pupt an “itching palm” is not to’ be found in our 
own country; and that the most holy alliance be- 
tween man and his CREATOR, and his country, or 
his neighbour, may not be as easily dissolved by the 

power of gold in the United States, as elsewhere.— 
And we often behold men whose disposition it ap- 
pears to be—“rather to reign in hell than serve in: 
heaven.” . 

With these excitements, it is with less surprise 
than regret that we observe the infuriated manner in 
which certain conspicuous characters earn their 
wages, or manifest a design to gratify their ambition, 
at this particular period, when union is so necessary 
to the speedy and just recognition of the rights we 
contend for. Among the many cabinet secrets dis- 
turbed by the French revolution it came out, that 
Great Britain had paid, in private presents, to some 
persons of the French court the enermous sum of 
two millions sterling (nearly nine millions of dollars) 
to bring about the commercial treaty she once had 
with France. That treaty was not half so important to 
Britain as the succombing of the United States, at 
this time, would be; and it is fair to infer that 
immense sums of “secret service money” is distri- 
buted amongst us. There is no fact more notorious 
than that a great amount was lavished in this way 
during the revolution.. Bribes were offered in all 
the possible shapes that sin assumes to tempt man- 
kind to condemnation. The wages of infamy were 
freely exposed to every one ; from the incorruptible 
Reed tothe base Arnold, and from him down, down, 
down to the little villains, that employed themselves 
in plundering their neighbors’ sheep-folds to supply 
the royal armies. It was a dirty business; and no 
tool was too miserable to be employed, if it would 
answer a purpose; the prices being as various as 
their uses, 

Then, as now, as if by conjuration, these tools 

resented to the public horrible images, and Arnold 
Fistified the absolute sale of himself to the British 
government, by pleading his apprehensions of a 
“French influence” in the councils of our young re- 
public, then allied to and assisted by France to work 
out its independence. For many centuries it has 
been the policy of the British to instil into the minds 
of their children, the most contemptible ideas of 
France and Frenchmen, and to prejudice them with 
a belief that their countries were “natural enemies” 
of each other. These early notions, sustained by 
the school-books put into their hands, by the personi- 
fication of Frenchmen in the theatres, and a tiiousand 
other means, take a deep root ; and perhaps, never 
are eradicated. . Arnold knew the prejudices of his 
countrymen, and fastened himself upon them to 
soften down the odium of his own act in his self- 
sale to the enemy, 

But Arnold’s miserable attempt to justify himself 
was not half so flagrant as the proceedings of some 
men at this day. We havea pretty powerful party 
(or, at least, a very noisy one) that assumes to itself 
an exclusive admiration and regard for the name of 
Wasut-neton, while it calmly propose a separation 


of the states, or argues the necessity and probability of . 
such an event! The illustriogs chieftaip taught na,' that these things literally happened. 


above ali things, to speak of the union of the states 
as the ark of our safety and happiness—he cautioned 
us always to think of the confederation with great 
reverence and gratitude ; and positively directed us 
to “FROWN INDIGNANTLY ON THE FIRST DAWNING OF 
AN ATTEMPY” to weaken the bonds that make us one 
“meg Were that man now living, how would the 

re of his eye, like the forked lightning, rive te 
atoms the execrable knot that calls on his — 
while they recommend the very things, that of 
things he deprecated.§ | 

Some eight or ten liberally supported newspapers, 
whose editors pronounce it next to impiety to doubt 
the correctness of the most trival incident of that 
good man’s life, are constant and unceasing in their 
efforts to inflame the people of one part of the union 
against the people ofanother part, in preparation for 
the grand drama of blood to be acted in a civil war: 
1 do not wonder at this; for those who support the 
human sacrifices and carnal prostitutions of Juggeér- 
naut,are fit tools for any thing else—but that they 
should find readers among the honest yeomanry of our 
country, (the cloven foot being so completely shewn} 
is What excites admiration. It is unfortunate that maa 
ny look upon such stuff as mere electionecring mattety, 
and pass it by as unworthy serious reprehension. But 
they ought to obey the solemn injunction of their 
WasHincTon, and at all times, “frown indignantly™ 
upon it. The mind of man easily becomes reconcil- 
ed to the most imminent dangers; and fe, itself, 
by a constant exposure, is cheapened in the estima- 
tion of its possessor. The gallant sailor laughs in 
the storm, and cracks his jokes amidst the thunder 
of cannon; and the soldier calmly takes his tobacce. 
lest the fire of the enemy should deprive him of his 
lust “ration !’+ These men are not more brave than 
their fellows, but have so moulded their minds fron 
the nature of their business, as not to fear even death. 
How dangerous then is it to become familiur with 
the idea that this republic may be dissolved ! - 
this account it was that WasurneTon so seriously 
enjoined us never to suppose it possible. 

Convinced that no man, not purchased by morey, 
or blinded by ambition, can really desire a separation 
of the states, I fear to trust my feelings to speak of 
such as propose, insinuate or intimate that dreadful 
catastrophe. But why is that constant outcry per- 
mitted ? The public reason is a tribunal that might 
peacefully correct this inert treason, and look inte 
absolute contempt the persons who commit it; whe 
are also guilty a villainy (this is the mildest wor€ 
I can use) that few men suspect. But I have seen 
in these papers the official decuments of the United 
States mangled, distorted and garbled, by the alter 
ation or omission of paragraphs and sentences, or by 
the neglect to publish ‘the part of a series of papers 
that did not please the editors, so as to make the 


. 





§W asHINGTON’S FAREWELL AppReEss.—“‘In contem 
plating the causes which may disturb your union, i! 
occurs, as a matter of serious concern, that ary 
ground should have been furnished, for characterise 
ing parties by geographical discriminations—nertherv 
and sowthern— Atlantic and western ; whence design- 
ing men may endeavor to excite a belief, that there 
is a real difference of local interests and views. One 
of the expedients of party to acquire influence, with- 
in particular districts, is to misrepresent the opinions 
and aims of other districts. You cannot shield your- 
selves to much against the jealousies and heart burn- 
ings which spring from these misrepresentations ;-+ 
they tend to render alien to each other, those whe 
ought to be bound together by fraternal affection.” 

¢We have heard two pleasant anerdotes shewing 
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facts appear essentially different from what they 
really were. I solemnly aver.to the truth of this 
annunciation,; for I have observed it in comparing 
the documents, and in. furnishing copy for the Re- 
aisterR. A fixed resolve to avoid all political con- 
troversy, thus long retained my remarks for my 
own reflections ;. for I feltas if Icould not proclaim 
the fact without giving the names of the persons 
nilty of it; which, hereafter, if some other occa- 
sion occurs, I may consider myself yet bound to do. 
If we did not believe it offensive to patriotism to 
say one word on the advantages of union, lest it might 
ive some plausibility to the turnings and twistings 
‘of the encmy, it might casily be shewn that the 
“commercial states,” (as a Certain portion of. our ter- 
ritory is artfully designated) owe their commerce to 
the agriculture of other portions of it. But this is 
worse than useless; being satisfied, as before ob- 
served, thatevery honest man views a serious pros 
psition to dismember us with horror; yet thousands 
indirectly countenance such propositions, by giving) 
their support to the papers that disseminate such 
octrines through pariy. Mere is a grand error. 
There are few things we are so tenacious of as our 
political opinions; we cannot brook the idea of 
“shifting our ground,” and hold io eur party though 
it may frequently act contrary to our special ideas on} 
important eceasions. For it is not more absurd to 
suppose that “the federalists” (as a body) desire a 
severation of the states, than that the body of “the 
reprdlicans” would subject the country. to /rauce.— 
Take “the federalists” individually and every one 
will say the war for our seamen is jast, for “imPRess- 
MENT MUST CRASE,”’* yet, asa party, they condemn 
the war, and palliate the practice, to keep up oppo- 
sition to an administration, whose general principles 
they cannot approve.t Thus, perhaps, in some cases, 
it may be on the other side; the spirit of party, 


surprized that this bill has completely bothered] the 
avaricious and ambitious demagogues, the genuine 


jacobins of the times; but the great body.of the 
people do say, that its provisions go as far as it is. 


possible for us to go in the work of conciliation ; and 


declare, they will support the war, with all their 
heart and soul,.if it shall not produce an immediate 
peace. Some object to the bill as conceding too 
much; but, in my opinion, while it abandons no 
essential right, it destroys all pretence of wrong, and 
ought to prevail, as originally reported... sss 
It was with reluctance this subject has been touch- 
ed; ior we would have it believed as impossible to 
separate the states as to stop the courses of the pla- 
nets. This was the view in which Wasuineren 
taugh: us o regard it. And if we haye “frowned 
indignantly’? on the wretches that insinuate or pro- 
pose the contrary, we rest our defence in an obedi- 
ence to his precepts, matured by experience and 
sanctified by their beneficial effects. There as no peo- 
pie under the canopy of heaven with the. means of 


{ . * 
happiness so compietely at their own command, as 


the peeple of the United States. If any desire te 
pass under the domination of France, or enjoy the 
blessings of the British government, let them do so 
—we only desire that they may permit the jrienas of: 
the constitution “to manage their own affairs in their 
own Way.” 


Events of He War. 


NORTH-WESTERN ARMY. 


DISTRESSING MASSACRE. 


It is, indeed, a painful duty to record the facis 
and statements that follow ; and to present a scene of 


‘ 


butchery that has no parallel in the history of our wars, 











hurrying the people to collective acts that individu- 


The advance of the north-westhern army, under the 





efly they hate and despise. Mow shall a seyeration’ command of brigadier-general Winchester, has near 
of party from patriotism be brought about’ What) ly all been slain, or taken prisoners »—one hundred, 
shall we do that the honest, of all partics, may out of the one thousand men composing it, not escap- 
“frown” the knaves to insignificance? Lhave a thou-! ing ; and of the great body,at least one half slaughter- 
sund times thought of this matter, but the medium ed, scalped, and mangled by the allied forces. A Bri- 
to effect it never presented itself till last week, in the|tish officer who, bya flag of truce, brought this 
report and bill from the committee of foreign rela-!ne ws to Buffalo, said that the victory was dearly pur- 
tions, see Py toa Iam not ey to discuss the} chased, and further stated that four hundred prison- 
merits. of that bill, at present; but it appears to me) crs taken in the engagement, were on their way to 
impossible, if it i re that it shall ae “separate Fort George. Qur pate. ieiied from Chilicothe, on 
the sheep from the goats,” and divide us into real! which we fully rely, painfully represents the great 
-Imericans and unqualified Englishmen. We are not| disadvantages our people had to contend with; and 
=e Yaa + a a ce ere jto the gallant captain Hart, the beloved of all who 
' wr atilly (ansape sb * “i *Y an ct gentleman knew him, we are, perhaps, indebted chiefly for the 
OF a great distinction in his pat mts ta mecting Of preservation of the lives of those taken prisoners, by 
the A ew-England Society, lately held in that city, the determined stand he took, forcing a capitulation. 
where ve pesaiced, he gave the following truly Ame |The brave Wiuncuester, too confident jn the fears 
rican sentiment : 
“The seamenof the United States :—whose perse-| Extract from some remarks on the bill to prevent 
verance, fidelity and patriotism entitle them to the the employment of foreign seamen, published in a 
coufidence and protection of all just and honorable! Wew-York paper: 
men—.May their personal rights be defended while our) = “T he course, proper to he pursued by the frzends 
country enjoys uny rights worth defending,” | of peace, on this proposition, and the modification it 
ro > r+ . > oe , j > . ; ° Z ps t: 2 pd 
If the reader will refer to page 385, et seq. of vol. may be susceptible of, is of delicate consideration, 
Hf, of the Werxry Reeistren, he will find there re-|and may well invite a communication from all Amer 
corded similar sentiments expressed by Messrs. /%-|rican statesmen, wherever they may be found.” 
mothy Pickering, dtufus King, John Marshall, Benja-| Why this “delicate consideration” ? The. bill wil} 
min Stoddert, James W‘Henry, and other stul promi-| secure to Great Britain‘all she affects to demand as 
“ » % > > : | b 4 ig 74 . 
nent “federal? gentlemen. And ona late brilliant) her right, and remove the difficulty that, we always 
ORE RS the sailor s feast at New-York, com, Deca were told, forbade an arrangement on impressment. 
cur, Claimed as a “federalist,” and certainly one of the | Let us come to the point—shall real dona fide Ameri: 
ablest negociators we ever liad, gave the toast ican citizens be protected or not? If this will not 
“FREE TRADE AND NO IMPRESSMENT.”” give to Great Britain all her most ardent friends can 
tI do not pretend to’ say that the “republicans” ‘reasonably demand for her, let-them propose some; 
have always been free from the justice of this cen- thing to accomplish the purpose. ‘Po they fear ta 
sure! Let them look to it icommit themselyes ? . 
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of the enemy—a hero of the revolution, a soldier and 
a gentleman, is numbered with the dead—mangled 
by the “dear allies” of the British crown; and with 
him have fallen many of the best spirits of generous, 
Kentucky, whose volunteers formed the greater part 
of the detachment. Sweet be their memories in the 
recollection of the just—and foreve®hated be that 
éufluence and unholy affinity that. first prompted the 
savage foe to lift his hatchet. Be the blood of the 
deluded Indian on the British throne, when his ez- 
termination shall come—and come it must and will, 
sooner or later, before many mohths. 

Amidst the gloom that these details present, 
we have cause to rejoice in the hope that Harrison 
and the brave spirits that accompany him, are ra-! 
ther stimulated than daunted by them—panting to 
avenge the bloody deed. And we confidently trust, 
that his ulterior objects will rather be accelerated 
by the increased ardor of his troops, than retarded 
by this unfortunate affair, 

What shall we say of patriotic Ohio? See the act 
. of the legislature, page 376, and 
the people! 





: 7 Curiicotur, January 23. 

Lxtraet of a letter from general Harrison to go- 
vernor Meigs, dated head-quarters, Noith-West- 
ern Army, Rapids of the Miami, January 20th, 

1813. : 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the detach- 
ment under colonel Lewis was completely success- 
ful in its attack upon the part of the enemy at the 
river Raisin. Their force there consisting of several 
hundreds of Indians and a company of militia, which 
were placed behind pickets, were attacked by our 
troops, about three o’clock on the 18th instant. The 
action lasted till night, when the enemy were com-| 
pletely routed. The Indians sutlered considerably 
—their allies ran off with a piece of artillery in the 
commencement of the action. Our loss is 10 kiled 
-—2 captains and 20 privates wounded. General 
Winchester marched yesterday with 200 men to 
take the command at the river Raisin—he will have 
1000 effective men. I am this moment dispatching 
five companies more of general Perkins’ brigade. 

; Curicorur, February 2. 

Late last evening an express arrived in town, 
bearing letters from general Harrison to governor 
Meigs. A nuinber of letters have also been received 
from officers in the army, which contain the me- 
lancholy account of the total defeat of the advanced 
detachment under the command of general Winches- 
ter. Of the engagement at the river Raisin, on the 
afternoon of the 18th of January, and the taking 
possession of that place by the force under colone] 
Lewis, the public are already informed. General 
Winchester reinforced colonel Lewis, with about 
290 men on the 20th. On the morning of the 22d, 
at day break, the American force was attacked by 
the British and Indians. The line was formed as ex- 
peditiously as was practicable, from the irregular 
manner in which our troops were encamped. ‘To the 
centre were opposed the British, with from three to 
8ix pieces of cannon—the Indians on the flanks. 

The Americans are said to have fought bravely 
until they had exhausted their ammunition, with 
which genera] Winchester had not taken the pre- 
caution of supplying the troops; and they were 
scarcely able to fire five rounds. Those who sur- 
rendered on'the field of battle, are said to have been 
taken prisoners by the British, while those who at- 
tempted to make their escape were pursued by the 
Indians-on horseback, tomahawked and scalped.— 
The slaughter was great, and Kentucky has lost 
many. valuable citizens and brave soldiers. About 

















behold the spirit of | 


forty only have arrived at the head quarters of ge-lrapithity as possible ; mzjor 


neral Harrison. The opinions are various as tothe 
force cf the enemy—they are generally supposed, 
however, to have been 1600 strong. General Win- 
chester was Killed, and his body mangled in the 
most horrid manner by the Indians. He is said to 
have lodged three-fourths of mile. from_camp the 
night preceding the engagement, and his officers 
were principally at private houses. ‘The reinforce- 
ment sent forward by general Harrison, had net ar- 
rived at the river Raisin, at the time of the defeat, 
and were ordered back to the Rapids. of the Miami, 
where they arrived on the evening of the 22d. On 
the morning of the 23d, at 2o’clock, a retreat was 
ordered by general Harrison. ‘The troops have re- 
tired as far back as the Portage river, at the cross- 
ings of Hull’s road, where they are. well supplied 
with provisions. The movement of general Win: 
chester to the river Raisin was to. secure a consi- 
derable quantity of provisions, and to protect the in- 
habitants—it was without orders from general Har- 
rison. Although this defeat may, for a short time, 
iretard the progress of the army, the country may, 
notwithstanding, safely confide in the exertions of 
the general. Had not his well arranged system been 
partially frustrated by the precipitate movement of 
general Winchester, it would, in aH human proba- 
bility, have insured success. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, 
Since the above was issued, another express Ins 
arrived in town, bearing a letter from general Har- 
rison to governor Meigs, who has politely favored 
us with the following extract, dated 
fead-Quarters, Carrying River 24th Jan. 1813. 
“Deran Sin——The event of which I expressed so 
much apprehension in my letter to you, from Lower 
Sandusky, has happened. The detachment under 


col. Lewts was reinforced by general Winchester 


Qe 


with 250 men. He attended it and took the com-. 
mand at the river Raisin on the 20th, and on the 
22d, he was attaeked at reveille, by a considerable 
British and Indian force with six pieces of artillery ; 
the troops being surprised and the ground unfavora- 
ble, had but little opportunity of forming to advan- 
tage. They were surrounded and broke in 20 or 25 
minutes. A major and captain and about 25 privates 
were all that effected their escape. 

I had but 360 men with me about three me 
above the Rapids, where the news first reached mf. 
I immediately ordered them to prepare to march, 
and set out with my staff to overtake a detachment 
of 300 men that had set out that morning for the 
river Raisin. Iovertook them at the distance of sj 
miles, but before the other troops (colonel Andrews’ 
Ohio regiment) came up, it was ascertained that tht 
defeat was complete, and it was the unanimous 
opinion of generals Payne, Perkins and the field ofh- 
cers, that we should return.—A detachment to the 
amount of 170 of the most active men, was sent for- 
ward with directions to proceed as far as possible to 
assist those who were fortunate cnough to escape ; 
there were however but few, the snow was so deep 
that the fugitives were entirely exhausted in running 
a few miles ; those that did get off effected it by turh: 
ing down to the lake and sccreting themselves. { 
believe there were not more than 40 or 50 that got a 
mile from the scene of action, and the greater part of 
them were overtaken. ’ 

Never were the affairs of any army in a more 
prosperous situation than ours before the unfortunate 
step of marching the detachment to the river Raisin ; 
it was made not only without any authority from 
ine, but in opposition to my views. Every thing in 
my power was, however, done to prevent any disas- 
ter, and reinforcements were pushed on with as much 
Cotprove’s battalion, the 
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fferst in the army, was within 14 miles of the scene of, 
action, when he heard of the defeat, and 300 regu- 
lar troops were also on their way. I remained at the 
Rapids with one regiment only. In justice to gene- 
ral Winchester, I must observe, that I have under- 
stood that the measure (inarching the detachment to 
the river Raisin) was forced upon him by his officers ; 
but, whatever may have been the cause, and however 
great the calamity, both as it regards the nation and 
individuals, it is certainly not irreparable. By the 
unanimous advice of the general and field officers, I 
took this position yesterday, for the purpose of forc- 
ing a junction with the troops in the rear, and to 
sover the very valuable convoy of artillery and stores 
that are coming from Upper Sandusky. Unless the 
weather is very unfavorable, I shall be at the Ra- 
pids again in four or five days, and shall certainly 
give the enemy an opportunity of measuring their 
strength with us in another contest. For myself I 
feel no doubt as to the result, and if I can judge of 
the disposition of the troops, from the manner in 
which they received an address from me yesterday, 
a desire of avenging their lost companions and re- 
t@ieving their country’s disgrace is the predominant 
passion that occupies their minds. 

1 know not what proportion the prisoners of gen. 


Winchester’s late troops bear to the killed; some of 


the French who have come m, report the latter at 
500 and others at 800. The detachment amounied 
to near 1000. 

I am, with much regard, dear sir, your humble 
servant, WM. H. HARRISON. 
His excellency governor Meigs. 

{The following is an extract of the letter alluded 
to in the commencement of the above letter of gen. 
Harrison. It was dated Lower Sandusky, January 
19, 1813.] 

“(;en. Winchester has been at the Rapids since the 
10th—he has pushed a detachment to the river Rai- 
gin. 1 have not learned the precise object. I shall 
set out this morning, and reach his camp this night. 
I have strong fears that colonels Lewis and Allen 
may be overpowered.” 

MORE PARTICULARS 
In a letter to the editor of the Recisrrr, from a gen- 
- tleman of great respectability ; which letter also 
enclosed the preceeding information, and has re- 
ference thereto : 
Cariicornr, 3d Feb. 1813. 

‘Dean stn—I inclose you a hand-bill, containing 
our latest news from the army—an account of a most 
dreadful disaster to our arms; a disaster unprece- 
dented in the annals of the present war, and enough 
to appal the stoutest heart ! 

We have several accounts of particulars, in addi- 
tion to what is contained im the inclosed, which, 
trom the source they are derived, may, I expect, 
be rclied upon as nearly correct. Gen. Harrison was 


at Lower Sandusdy when he received information of 


the detachment having been sent -to the River Rai- 
sin by gen. Winchester. He dispatched a letter to 
gov. Meigs on the 19th ult. soon after, expressing his 
fears for its fute, and immediately set out for gen. 
Winchester’s caisp, accompanied by his staff, where 
he arrived late in the evening. Gen. Winchester had, 
the same div, marched with 250 men to the River 
Raisinto reinforce col. Lewis,and take the command. 
The next morning gen. Harrison dispatched a batta- 
lion from gen. Perkins’ brigade, which was at the 
Rapids, as an additional reinforcement to Winches- 
ter. Weare further informed that on the evening 
before the defeat, col. Wells, of the U. S, regulars, 
who was at the River Haisin with the advanced de- 


tuclment, learned from some of the Rrench eal 


tants that the enemy would attack the camp that 





night, 





_ He immediately communicated this inferma- 
tion to gen. Winchester, and begged of him to order 
the cartridges to be distributed among the men, the 
encampment to be formed in line of battle, and eve- 
ry preparation immediately taken to fortify it; but 
unfortunately the general could not admit the neces- 
sity of these measures, and spoke contemptuously 
of an attack from the Indians, who had been routed 
only a few days before. At this time the general was 
quartered three fourths of a mile from the camp, 
and most of the other officers at other houses along 
the river. Col: Wells could not prevail upon his ex- 
cellency to take uny of these precautionary mea- 
sures, and being alarmed for.the exposed situation 
of the camp, he immediately returned with all pos- 
sible speed, accompanied by capt. Langham, to the 
Rapids, for a reinforcement, and meeting a detach- 
ment previously dispatched by gen. Harrison, had 
reiurned to within a few miles of the River Raisin, 
when the news of the defeat of Winchester reached 
them. It is also said that when the attack commenc- 
ed, gen. Winchester ordered a retreat ; but from the 
utter confusion which prevailed, this could not be- 
effected, and he then told them to take care every 
man for himself, and attempted to make his own es- 
cape on horse back, but was overtaken before he had 
gone a mile, by the Indians, and killed and scalped. 
His body was cut open and mangled in a shocking 
manner, and one of his hands cut off. Accounts 
further state, that capt. Hart,* of the Kentucky vo- 
lunteers, had his men immediately formed in line of 
battle ; and, with some others who fell into his line, 
was ieft making a gallant stand against the enemy ; 
and, it is hoped, he has been able fo obtain from 
them terms of capitulation. hes 

Carrying river, the place to which gen. Harrison 
has falien back, and which is his present head-quar- 
ters, is 18 miles this side the Rapids, and 52 beyond 
Fort M‘Arthur. From Lower Sandusky to the Ra- 
pids is about 40 miles, from thence to River Raisin, 
34—from thence to Fort Malden 18. The late en- 
campment of the troops at the River Raisin was about 
three miles from the lake. 

Upon the requisition of gen. Harrison, gov. Meigs 
has called out two regiments of Ohio militia, to ren- 
dezvous at Franklinton, on the 10th inst. to fill the 
ranks in place of those whose time of service will 
then expire. Other and larger drafts will no doubt 
be speedily made to reinforce the army. Gen. Harri- 
son, it appears, is, notwithstanding the disastrous 
fate of Winchester, determined to prosecute the cam- 
paign vigorously, and with as little delay as possible. 

There can be no doubt but that the fall of Winches- 
ter was owing to his imprudence in remaining with 
so small a force in an exposed situation,only 18 miles 
from the enemy’s “strong hold,” from which they 
could march to his camp, on the ice, in four hours. 
The procedure was altogether subversive of gen. 
Harvrison’s plans, and contrary to his arrangements, 
which were known to Winchester. But it is painful 
to dwell on so distressing a subject, the bare recol- 
lection of which, will, even many years hence, awak- 
en a latent pang in the sympathetic breast.” 


In addition, we learn from other sources, which, 
however, we do not consider so responsible as the 
preceding, that on/y 700 men were killed, wounded 
and missing; that general Winchester’s hand, chop- 
ped off, was thrust inte a wound it his body; , that 
the enemy’s force consisted of about 200 British to 





*Capt. Hart had a company of about 100 young men? 
the flower of Lexington and its vicinity—and was 
uimself one of best men that ever lived. He is tbe 
brother+in-haw of Mr. Speaker Menr2 Clay: 
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manage the artillery, (6 pieces) and 2000 allies ; The enemy's squadron have made several captures, but we hawt 


that colonels Lewis and Allen were among the slain. 
All accounts agree in the the great confusion that| Chesapeake in the most ri 
prevailed from the loose manner in which the de- 
tachment was encamped, being confident in securi-| certify that the bay and | 
ty. For the next publication, we expect many in-|put under a strict and rigorous block 
teresting details; which as usual, as well for pre- 


not heard of any valuable vessels being takeu by them. oe 
It appears the present design of this prt n bloekade the 
gorous mamier. The ship Emily, - : 
Baltimore, with flour and a British license,for Lisbon, was 
back, with the following endorsement on her register, “I hereby 
rs in the Chesapeake were y 
ade, J. B. Warren, 
r inchief.” There is no date.to the 
sir John made the writing on 


* 


of the Blue, ‘ 
of this paper, but we 


ent information, as future reference, shall be care-| sth inst. Some suppose this is done im expectation of a Erenct 


fully laid before our readers. 


fleet.and to prevent notice bei ven them. Some believe it a flour 
speculation in favor of the agents, sending that commodity 
to Spain and P ortugal,and flour on the news of it fell in Baltimore 


In consequence of the manteuvres of the British} jwodotiarsa barrel. And others think that the knight is realy de 


fiect in the Chesapeake, {see naval department) the 


legislature of Virginia made an immediate appro- 
priation to meet the expences, and several volunteer 


companies of cavalry, riflemen and infantry, immedi- 
ately proceeded from Richmond and its vicinity, to 
Norfolk, accompanied by some of the United States 
regulars. The governor has gone to WVorfolk to take 
the command in person. Only one spirit was found 
among the people on this interesting occasion. 
From the 20th to the 27th of January, 58 persons 
reported themselves to captain Forsyth commanding 
at Ogdensburg, as deserters from the British. 
New-York, Feb. 5.—About three hundred of the 
United States’ troops have left the camp at Green- 
bush in sleighs for Sackett’s harbor, in consequence 
of information having been received that the British 
were preparing to make a descent upon that place 
for the purpose of destroying the flotilla there. 
We are informed, (says the Baltimore Whig) that 
general Armstrong intends joining the army of the 
centre, in order to promote the enterprize of the 
troops by his presence; his son a youth of about 20 
years of age, was in the affair of Qu--nstown; he 
headed a company of 36 men, 14 of whom were 
killed and 16 wounded, he received four wounds, one 
with a musket ball and three with buck-shot. 
From the London Pilot of November 28. 
Porrsmouta, Noy. 27.—“Passed by last evening, 
from Quebec bound to London, the ships sir George 
¥revost and Euretta. The latter, it is said, has rive 


sugning todo something. 
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te winds -_ — are Britain’s wide arn Be 
not 5 j . 

re by. Permnitalet, eh Met Silla 
335. The British king’s packet Townsend, 9 guns 


and 28 men, besides several assisting passengers, 
taken by the Tom of Baltimore, after a hard ik. 
in which 7 or 8 were killed and wounded on board 
the packet—none hurt inthe Tom. The Townsend 
being torn almost to pieces, was ransomed for £1206 
sterling- The captajn of the packet speaks in the 
most honorable terms of the conduct of capt. Wilson 
and the crew of the Tom, as well during the fight as 
for their gentlemanly behaviour after it was ended. 
336. The British king’s packet Nocton, from Rie 
Janeiro for London, with $70,000 in specie on board, 
captured by the U. S. frigate Essex, near the equa. 
tor The packet has been retaken and sent intp 
Bermuda—dut the cash is on board the Essex. 

337. Brig Barrosa, 6 guns, from Cork, with an 
assorted cargo—a prize to the Rolla of Baltimore— 
has arrived at Martha’s Vineyard. The ,Barrosg 
is valued at £40,000 sterling. 

« 338. Brig Recovery, a prize to the U. S. brig Ars 
gus, has arrived at New Bedford. We have no par: 
ticulars. : 
339 Schooner Mary, with an assorted cargo, from 


nonpnep AMERICAN SCALPS on board {Porto Rico for St. Jago de Cuba, sent into Charles: 


NAVAL 

The United States schooner Nonsuch {htely 2 pri- 
vateer from Baltimore, and a very warm and valua- 
ble vessel) under the command of lieut. Mork, sailed 
from Charleston, on a cruize, on the 25th ult. 

Admiral Cockburne, in the Marlborough 74, sail- 
ed from Cadiz on the 25th Nov. for the American 
station. 

We learn that the Wusp and Prolie are fitting for 
sea at Bermuda; and a letter from that place says a 
new admiral hus arrived on the station, and that the 
present British force consists of 13 ships of the line, 
20 frigates, besides sloops of war, brigs, &c. 

The citizens of Nortolk have been expecting a visit from the 
British squadron, consisting of two 74’s, three trigates, a brig and 
a schooncr,* eommmanded by admiral Warren.’ A person lately ar- 
rived at that place from Bermuda, has deposed “that these vessels 


bad taken on board, bombs and shells, as he understood, for an at- 
tack upon Nortolk,” and his testimony is credited there. The squa- 


ton, by the Eagle of that port. 

340. Brig Feepy> of Barbadoes, from St. John’: 
Newfoundland, for St. Lucia, taken from under t 
convoy of two British sloops of war, by the Hunter 
privateer and sent into Boston. It is expected that 
some others of the fleet were taken, for the privateer 
was wonderfully inpudent in playing round and 
about them. ¢¥ The Pegevv is one of the many Amee 
rican vessels that the British peaceably captured bee 
fore the declaration of war. 

341. Ship of 500 tons, 8 guns, coppered, 

laden with coal, plantation utensils, &c. from Bris*. 
tol, (Eng.) for the West Indies, sent into New-Lon. 

don by the Growler privateer. 

342, Brig Andalusia of 250 tons, 10 guns,captured 

on the coast of Africa by the Yankee privateer, and 

sent into Savannah. The Brig had 90 slaves on 





dion at our last aceounts from them was in the hay and had been board, who were landed on that coast. 


in and out several times. he very valuable schooner Kemp from 
france, passed ita few nights ago, at anchor on the Horse shoe, sv 


345, 544. A schooner and sloop, taken on the coast 


close as to hear the sentinels; but was not discovered. -At the|Of Africa, by the Yankee privateer, and released, 
tue Utey were coming up, the U, S. frigate Consteliation was an-| after dispossessing” them of fous hundred aud ftu-t2e 


chored iy Hampton Roads, and was supposed to be one of their 
chi f ubjects—the tide was ebb, and she was fast agreund on Wit 
loughby spit. jsut the flood made and the shi Pp was afivat before 
the enemy appeared. She was immediately brought up the river, 
and moored between the forts. The troops were all at their quar- 
tersthe $4th regiment of Virginia militia was mustered and numer 
ously attended ; the gua-boats placed in the most eli rible situations 
—and all — things done to make the expected centest as hart- 
Tw to the foe as they could. The militia of Hampton also scized 
(heir artis, aud but one spirit was manifest in the whole people. 


ounces of gold dust. 





y x 
Proceedings of Congress. 
HOUBE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, February 4 —The house having resol veil. 


itself into a committee of the whole, was employed 


Two distinguished citizens of Norfolk have been deputed to make in discussing the bill reported by the committee of 
ihe proper representations to the general and state governments. foreign relations respecting seamen. 





are ee eee. ee 


* San Domjngo 74, admiral Warren; Dragon 74, capt. Coliier ; 
Stativa 38, Stackpole; Junon 38, Saunders ; Maidstone 36, Bur- 


Friday, February 5—On motion of Mr. Al Kim, 
Resolved, That the committee on navul affairs be 





Cout—Spphia brig and Syren schooner. Thy Gelyidera of 33 
fl, CaurisGuus of 24, Laye sineejoinc d. 


linstmicted to emguite In the expediency of réfid- 
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guishing, ia favor of the offieers and crews of the, 
public armed vessels of the United States a greater; 
portion of the value of prizes, than they are now, by 
Jaw entitled to!’ ‘And also to enquire into the expe- 
diency of providing further encouragement to equip- 
ping and employing private armed vessels of war 
against the ships and comunerce of the enemy, and 
that the committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. . 

The house then went into committee of the whole 
on the bill respecting seamen, as yesterday. 

Mr. Desha spoke against the bill; and Messrs. 
King, Rhea and Pickens in favor of it. 

Saturday, February 6.—Mr. Cheves trom the com- 
mittee of ways and means, in pursuance of the in- 
structions of the house, reported a bill to remit the 
claims of the United States in certain goods, wares 
and merchandize, captured by the private armed 
vessels of the United States—Twice read and:com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Bassett, from the naval committee, reported 
a bill supplementary to the act for increasing the 
navy of the United States. 

[The bill proposes to authorize the building of six 
sloops of war, and four others for the lake service, 
and to put out of commission, after the completion 
of these vessels, such of the gun-boats, as the public 
service may not require.] 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

Exclusion of foreign seamen. 

The house again resolved itself into a committee 
ef the whole, Mr. assett in the chair, on the bill 
regulating the employment of foreign-scamen in the 
armed vessels and in the merchaat service of the 
United States. 

Mr. Ridge’y made a speech of some length ex- 
plaining his ideas on this ‘subject, and concluded 
with moving an amendment, the object of which 
was, to provide that no person not a native should 
be employed in the service of the United States, 
until the period of probation of five years, required 
by our laws, should have been completed. 

Mr. Bid having retharked that this amendment 
enly went to explain a provision of the bill not now 
perhaps sufficiently clear— 

It was adopted without a Givision. 

The most important amendment made to the bill, 
was the agreement of the committee to a motion 
made by Mr. @obertson, to strike out the eighth sec- 
tion of the bill, which our readers will recollect pro-| 
vides that the bill shail not have effect except as to 
the seamen of such nation as shall have made recipro- 
cal arrangements as to the seamen of the United 
States. 

About 4 o’clock, the committee rose and reported 
the bill; and 

The house forthwith adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 8.—Aficr some business of but dit- 
tle importance was disposed, the house received a 
confidential mewage from thé senate, and the doors 
were closed. When the doors were opened a reso- 


taken in striking out the remainder of the section 
and carried—yeas 84, nays 37. _ 

Mr. Pitkin then offered an amendment to the first. 
section, which goes to the exclusion, of foreigners, 
natives of the British kingdoms, during the war. 

Wednesday, Feb, 10.—A letter was received from 
the secretary at war inclosing a list of contracts for 
furnishing rations, &c. |, 

After spending a little time on Mr. Pitkin’s pro- 
position, without a decision a convention with the 
senate was formed to count the votes for a president 
and vice-president of the United States, for 4 years 
from the 4th of March next, when it appeared that 
James Madison had 128 votes and De Wit Clinton 89 
votes for president—majority 39: and Mr. Gerry 
had 131 votes, and Mr. Ingersol 86 votes for vice- 
president—majority 45. And the president of the. 
senate proclaimed accordingly. 








THE CHRONICLE. 


We have the 29th bulletin of grand [French} army, dated at 
Moldeschenow (about 25 leagues om Wiina) Dee. 3. It details at 
great length, theoperations of the troops in returning from Rus- 
sia, into winter quartets, as they haveit. Indeed it was apparently 
impossible to sustain so great an ariny the present season in such an 
inhospitable climate as that of Russia, the country being ruined and 
destroyed, as it was, by the Russians themselves. Bonaparte’s re 
treat, all things considered, if the various accounts of his difficulties 
are tobe credited, isas much to his honor, as a military man, as 
any other thing he everaccomplished. The bulletin plainly points 
out some of those difficulties ; as, for instance, it admits they lost 
30,000 horses by the cold ; assisted, no doubt, by the want of forage. 
The cavalry was so cowpletely dismounted that the officers could 
scarcely form four companies, of 150 men each, in which generals 
did the duties of captains, and the colonels those of sub-officers.— _ 
Hewice, it must necessarily be supposed that the loss of artillery, 
baggage, &c. wasimmense, and that the distresses of the wounded 
were dreadfully severe. ‘The army was constarn tly harrassed by the 
Russian forces, chiefly by ambuscades of Cossacks, who picked u 
many stragglers and kept the whole line in perpetual alarm | 
apxicty. The loss of men during the campaign is not stated, but 
jt must have been very great. It would appear that the remainder 
of the army was safe ; and, by the liberal supplies received, enabled 
to act on the offensive, if need should so require. Large supplies 
of provisions and stores reached it from Wilna, 20,000 horses were 
colleeted—the artiery had repaired its losses, and all things were 
resumme their customary. aspect. 

The French papers say that the plan of the Russians to prevent 
the army from reaching its winter quarters was profoundly con- 
eke and attribute its defeat to the superior genius of the empe- 
ror only. 

It appears that some of the attacks of the Russians were of the 
most furious nature. Their success was various ; but cvery attack 
had a common effect in adding to the distresses of the French. The 
whole country round Moscow, and for many leagues adjacent to 
the march of the army, is how a desert ; every thing that could possi- 
bly administer to the comfort of the French being destroyed by the 
Russian forces, at an immense sacrifice of lives and property ot their 
own people. A Paris paper says, that 120000 men to reinforce 
the grand army, had reached the Nieman; and very naturally en- 
quires, if in the desert country the Russians will be able to sustair 
themselves,with a view of acting against the French mi winter quar- 
tei’s. 

As usual, the British printers have killed Bonaparte several times 

during this campaign—but the bulletin represents him as being im 
full heaith ; it is the latest accounts we have of him. Great pre« 
parations for the spring campaign had already commenced. And 
we fear that Alexander, the only prince in Europe that we have the 
least regard for, totters on his throne, through his alhance with our 
enemy. 

Later—We have Paris dates to the 20th Dee. The émperor re- 
turned to that city on the 18th, and was received with the thunder 
of cannon, and great demonstrations of joy. It also would appear 
that the army was in a good condition at Wilna, with an abundance 
of all sorts of supplies. 

Perpetual motion.—Charles Redheffer requests the public to sus- 





lution was received from the senate for appointing a 
joint committee to ascertain amd report a mode of 
examining the votes for president. and vice-president | 
of the United States, und of notifying the persons! 
elected of their clection. 
The said resolution was concurred in by this! 
house; and the house then adjourned. ‘ 
Tesday, Feb. 9—After other business, the con- 
sideration of the bill relating to seamen was resum- 
ed. A motion was made to strike out the first clause 
of the 8th section, from the beginningof the same 
to the words “United States,” (see pige 562). and 
Wegatived, 56 yeas, 69 nays. The question was then 








pead their opinion on the report of the committee appointed by the 
legislature of Pennsylvania, to exanjne his machine, as he is pre- 
paring a publication on the subject, in whieh he pledges himself to 
prove, from incontestible facts, that his machine is no imposition 
nor hituselfan impostor, as they have taken upon theniselves to pro- 
nounce him. 

Rufus King, esq. has been appointed a senator of the United 
States for six years, in the place of Join Smith, esq. whose peri 
of service expires on the 4th of March next. The votes were— 
for Mr. King, 68—aid for Mrs Wilkins (rep.) 61—blank ballots, 3e 

Joufil intelligence. We learn that the flame of liberty has been 
rekindled in the provinces of Ceracus, and trust in heaven the re 
public of Venexuela may yet be established. ' The patriots are 1 
great force in the neighborhood of St, Martha, from whence 2° 
vessels had sailed with the flving royalists. 

ft is understood the report of the joint committee of the legislature 
of Massachusetts in faver of buildiug a ship of uke line, will net 
prevail in the house of representatives, 





